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Table 1.—Educational importance/priorities in each country® (The percentage of the public in
each country who gave the subject listed a rating of either “essential” or “very important.”)

£ )

) o c

) o © -

fhur] o O [@)] (0]

3 c s £ z

© r— =] c ) [@)] Q (0] © (@]

Q = = I o] 9] c > c ° N Q Qo

s 7S o c - c = b T o = e o)

_ c 5 o) o £ o 5] o o 3 2 c 5
Subject D < oM a) i w z a n @) 0 ) N
Mathematics 96 99 80 81 84 88 69 85 72 91 82 91 84

English/Native Language 92 91 86 85 77 97 90 90 67 93 84 86 87
Information Technology 86 78 77 55 69 69 75 74 65 63 71 71 71
The Sciences 84 67 57 46 52 63 64 75 65 64 63 65 64
Social Subjects 80 71 44 41 48 69 47 74 66 58 62 49 59
Education for Citizenship 77 64 66 46 34 67 41 72 66 69 65 36 59
Physical Education 62 73 63 38 61 50 41 69 52 54 67 40 56
Foreign Languages 53 90 88 79 8 87 8 84 71 8 77 55 79
The Arts 47 42 29 36 30 31 31 54 44 31 58 25 38
Technical Studies 36 60 53 — 38 47 42 65 63 37 52 56 50
Country Average 71 73 64 56 58 67 59 74 63 65 68 57

Qs ae Bl amdy b te poks d te US ptt
—Thampotacee of the spd ‘Tednd Suwdes” wesmot aded fr o Demak
SOURCEOwmanzaton  fr Economc Coqperaion  ad Devepment  (OECD), Educaion  at a Gance , 199
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Figure 1.—Educational importance/priorities in each country*
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Figure 2.—Mathematics as an educational priority
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Figure 3.—Science as an educational priority
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Figure 4.—Native language as an educational priority
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Figure 5.—Foreign language as an educational priority
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100
90
80
70
60
50
40

30

either “essential” or “very important”

20

10

Percentage of the public who gave information technology a rating of

6.—The importance of information technology and technical studies

I I I I
Information technology relatively more important|

United States
*

Netherlands
.

Belgiu
Switzerl

m e
and
¢

¢ Austria

* Portugal

Finland®

Sweden ¢

(3
France

United Kingdom

¢ Spain

Equal importance

| Technical studies relatively more important |

0 10 20 30

40

50

60

70

80

Percentage of the public who gave technical studies a rating of either

“essential” or “very important”

SOURCEOwanzaion  for Eoonomic Cooqperaton  ad Develgoment (OECD), Educaion  at a Gance, 1995

Public Attitudes Toward Secondary Education: The United States in an International Context

90

100

25



mpotance of schoos devdopng oefan pesord and sodd quiddies and gpiiLdes
n sues

h addn © te mpoaee o Ugpos  te pidc wesaded aou howvinpolat & B
r ok D dedp ocven pesod adsod qekes  adegikes n ddas

€ st te dse D e dokstaiy by agpd den en)
Thee wesahgh bd o ageemat n te dieat autes ote mpoenee o mod
o te ppsod adsodd  qekies oeed byte ey Se mayd te qeiss  te
piic wesaded O e ae mat omdy  meoogized N e aomoum, ae ngt hae
epeed te plc D e Mot qeless  bne ten Sbps bt N oMot esss o

vild paod adsod qes weersed e Gl te pdc vens te geb
o shoks ashoedr ten te Badigy o suEs

h caniess ta pated n te ang, te pic gpeas D dxh oodbdk
imoe b te agHEN by dds o acoideee h ter oaninovioldl Seghs
adte pgaain  d dbs fr wakg B h amdg d autess  te ph
aosked te dadpmet by stos o uks sfaoideee adte 36 ad
konede tey need © gt ajpb o anine sudes o tang © bete most impor
at qdies Tes g meyebd te pids amen n mayauriess  dod te
rebively hoh  uemployment re - among young: peope.

I hte Wed Sees d qdes et aewee ded assesH O ey irpoBEt
by@pacat amoed te pdc @k 2 Ry bs @out 67 pace) o te
pic n te Uied Saes towgt deegpog anuvesadig o dher oounies
wesanesssH o \wvay irpot gl

| Thedadopmert by stoos o tree pasod ad ol quelies o goiiudes—
saothe te 96 adkorede mekd D g8t aph adte dy D e
amongpecpe  fom difierent bedgouds—wes cosdered  essenid o vay  impo-
et byMpooat aonoed te pbk nd aness e )

I h &en aunties Spaat o med te pic @ed dedpyg sfaoidence
esH  avay ot @e 1)

I Thepddc n te Uied Sees hed svlr vens D te pc N aed o
auies onte npoane o dedpg o queliess—sefaonicene e 8
adte ddy b M amgpege o deet bdgouds e 9 h areg
te US pbic r@ed te mpoaee o dedopg  te s ad konkedge  necsssaly
Daine d0s ataig @ue 10 e ten te pkk nhd de autes
ecgt A ad Shizetbd adred te mpone o te 9 ad konkedge
neecd © gt ajb e 1) hger ten te pic h ay dher  aounty.

Public Attitudes Toward Secondary Education: The United States in an International Context

27



Table 2.—Importance of qualities or aptitudes in each country! (The percentage of the public
in each country who gave the quality listed a rating of either “essential” or “very important.”)
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Skills/knowledge to get
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Desire to continue
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Lifestyle for good health 83 82 78 61 76 8 61 84 71 71 79 71 75

Live among people from
different backgrounds 82 83 81 84 8 83 8 81 72 74 838 72 81

Understanding of other
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Figure 7.—Importance of qualities or aptitudes in each country?
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Figure 8.—Self-confidence as an educational priority
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Figure 9.—Ability to live among people of different backgrounds as an educational priority
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Figure 10.—Development of skills and knowledge to continue studies or training as an

educational priority
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Figure 11.—Development of skills and knowledge to get a job as an educational priority
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Table 3.—Confidence that subjects are being taught well* (The percentage of the public in each
country who gave the subject listed a rating of either “very confident” or “fairly confident.”)
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Country Average 61 73 68 72 66 80 56 52 39 312 73 57
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Figure 12.—Confidence that subjects are being taught well*
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Figure 13.—Confidence that mathematics is being taught well compared to the importance of
this subject
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Figure 14.—Confidence that native language is being taught well compared to the importance
of this subject
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Figure 15.—Confidence that sciences are being taught well compared to the importance of
this subject
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Figure 16.—Confidence that foreign languages are being taught well compared to the

importance of this subject
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Table 4.—Confidence that schools have a major effect on the development of certain qualities?

(The percentage of the public in each country who gave the quality listed a rating of either

“very confident” or “fairly confident.”)
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Figure 17.—Confidence that schools have a major effect on the development of certain

qualities*
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Figure 18.—Confidence that skills’/knowledge to continue studies/training are being developed
well compared to the importance of this quality
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Figure 19.—Confidence that self-confidence is being developed well compared to the
importance of this quality

Percentage of the public who were either “very confident” or
“fairly confident” that the quality listed is being developed well
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Figure 20.—Confidence that skills/knowledge to get a job are being developed well compared to
the importance of this quality
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Figure 21.—Confidence that the ability to live among people from different backgrounds is being
developed well compared to the importance of this quality

Percentage of the public who were either “very confident” or

“fairly confident” that the quality listed is being developed well
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Table 5.—Priorities in school practices in each country* (The percentage of the public in each
country who gave the practice listed a rating of either “essential” or “very important.”)
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Figure 22.—Priorities in school practices in each country?
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Figure 23.—Keeping parents well informed and involved as a priority in school practices
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Figure 24.—Strong leadership from the principal as a priority in school practices
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Figure 25.—Helping with learning difficulties as a priority in school practices
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Figure 26.—Careers advice and guidance as a priority in school practices
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Table 6.—Importance of decision making at the school level' (The percentage of the public in
each country who gave the topic listed a rating of “very important.”)
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Figure 27.—Importance of decision making at the school level*
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Figure 28.—Variation among countries in the importance of decision making at the school level
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Figure 29.—Importance of how subjects are taught compared to the importance of what
subjects are taught

Percentage of the public who believe it is “very important” that decisions

about how subjects are taught are made at the school level
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Standard Error Tables
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Table 7.—Standard errors for educational importance/priorities in each country*

(The percentage of the public in each country who gave the subject listed a rating of either

“essential” or “very important.”)
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® © ke o - =

o = = £ @ 9] c =] £ ke N Q

= " o c < % 45 v © g § E
Subject 5 2 &8 &8 © & 2z & & & & 5
Mathematics 06 07 14 12 10 08 15 10 12 10 12 0.8
English/Native Language 08 07 12 11 12 04 10 08 13 08 1.2 1.0
Information Technology 10 10 15 15 13 11 14 12 13 15 14 13
The Sciences 10 11 17 15 14 12 16 12 13 15 15 14
Social Subjects 11 11 17 15 14 12 16 12 13 16 16 14
Education for Citizenship 1.2 11 17 15 13 12 16 13 13 15 15 14
Physical Education 14 11 17 14 14 13 16 13 13 16 15 14
Foreign Languages 14 07 12 12 09 09 17 10 12 11 13 14
The Arts 14 12 16 14 13 12 15 14 13 15 16 1.2
Technical Studies 13 12 18 — 14 13 16 13 13 15 16 14

Qs ae B amdy b te poks adte US pit
—Thamotace o te spd ‘Tednd Sudes” wesmot aded for h Demmak
SOURCEOmarzaion  fr Ecoomic Cogueraion  ad Development (OECD), The Generd  Pubics  Bxqedaions o and
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Table 8.—Standard errors for the importance of qualities or aptitudes in each country*

(The percentage of the public in each country who gave the quality listed a rating of either

“essential” or “very important.”)
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= 0 o - = % B v ® g E ‘E
Quality 5 2 a4 & © & 2z & & & & 5
Skills/knowledge to get a job 07 07 13 13 11 07 13 10 11 11 1.0 0.9
Skills/knowledge to continue
studies/training 09 08 15 14 12 10 12 10 12 13 11 —
Self-confidence 09 06 11 10 09 07 10 11 12 10 0.8 0.9
Desire to continue
studies/training 1.0 10 15 14 13 09 15 11 12 15 14 13
Being a good citizen 10 11 14 14 12 10 16 10 12 14 16 11
Lifestyle for good health 1.1 09 15 14 12 09 16 10 12 14 13 13
Live among people from
different backgrounds 11 09 14 11 10 10 12 11 12 14 10 13
Understanding of other countries 1.3 11 17 15 14 12 16 13 13 15 14 14

Qdss ae B amdy b te pois adte US ptt

—Thamotee o te qaly  ‘Sdskonkede b anite sdestary’ vesmat aded fr h te Uhied Kigoom
SOURCEOmanzaion  fr Ecoomic Coqueraion  and Develgpment (OECD), The Generd  Pubics  Bxpeciions o, and
Conidence n, Educaion  Aoi 1993
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Table 9.—Standard errors for confidence that subjects are being taught well*
(The percentage of the public in each country who gave the subject listed a rating of either
“very confident” or “fairly confident.”)
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Subject 5 2 & &8 © & 2z & & & & 5
Mathematics 13 08 13 11 12 11 15 14 13 16 12 14
Information Technology 13 11 17 14 14 11 16 14 13 13 15 14
English/Native Language 1.3 09 13 13 12 08 16 14 13 16 13 14
Social Subjects 1.3 10 16 14 13 09 16 14 13 15 14 14
Physical Education 1.3 11 18 14 14 11 16 14 13 13 13 14
The Sciences 1.3 10 14 13 12 09 15 14 13 15 13 14
Technical Studies 14 12 17 — 14 11 16 14 12 13 15 14
The Arts 14 11 18 14 14 13 16 14 12 12 15 14
Foreign Languages 14 10 15 11 12 09 15 14 13 16 14 14
Education for Citizenship 14 12 17 14 14 12 16 14 13 14 16 14
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Table 10.—Standard errors for confidence that schools have a major effect on the development
of certain qualities® (The percentage of the public in each country who gave the quality listed a
rating of either “very confident” or “fairly confident.”)
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Quality 5 2 &8 &8 & & z & & & & 5
Skills/knowledge to continue
studies/training 13 11 17 12 13 12 15 14 13 14 14 —
Desire to continue
studies/training 13 11 16 13 14 12 16 14 13 13 14 14
Skills/knowledge to get
ajob 13 12 17 14 14 13 16 14 12 12 15 14
Lifestyle for good health 14 12 18 15 14 13 15 14 12 11 16 14
Being a good citizen 14 12 18 14 14 13 16 14 13 12 16 14
Understanding of other
countries 14 12 17 14 14 12 16 14 12 10 16 14
Self-confidence 14 12 18 14 13 13 16 14 12 09 16 14
Live among people from
different backgrounds 14 12 18 14 14 12 16 14 13 10 16 14
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Table 11.—Standard errors for priorities in school practices in each country*

(The percentage of the public in each country who gave the practice listed a rating of either

“essential” or “very important.”)
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Practice 5 2 8 8 &£ 2z & & & & 5
Keeping parents well informed
and involved 06 08 13 13 13 11 12 10 12 13 1.0 1.0
Maintaining discipline 07 11 14 15 09 08 15 12 13 13 15 0.9
Helping with learning difficulties 07 07 10 12 09 06 09 10 12 10 09 0.8
Strong leadership from principal 10 12 16 15 14 10 16 13 13 15 16 1.2
Careers advice and guidance 10 07 15 14 12 06 13 11 12 14 12 1.0
Wide range of subjects taught 1.1 11 16 15 12 12 15 14 13 16 14 13
Regular homework 12 12 17 14 13 13 16 13 13 16 16 14
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Table 12.—Standard errors for importance of decision making at the school level*

(The percentage of the public in each country who gave the topic listed a rating of

“very important.”)
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Teacher selection and promotion 1.3 11 17 14 13 13 16 14 11 16 14 14
How the school budget is spent 13 11 17 14 13 13 15 14 10 16 13 14
How subjects are taught 14 11 17 14 13 13 16 14 10 15 15 1.4
Teachers’ salaries and
working conditions 14 09 15 10 11 13 14 13 09 12 11 13
Amount of time spent teaching
each subject 14 11 16 11 12 13 14 14 10 13 13 14
What subjects are taught 14 11 15 12 10 12 12 14 09 13 12 14
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